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What Is Omeka?�
�

“Omeka is a free, flexible, and 
open source web-publishing 

platform for the display of library, 
museum, archives, and scholarly 

collections and exhibitions. Its 
‘five-minute setup’ makes 

launching an online exhibition as 
easy as launching a blog.”�

�




Some Example Exhibits�
 �
�
 





Collection Finding Aid in Excel Format



Search for and Browse Items Individually





Organizing Items into Collections





Compose Exhibits Based on Collections





Allow for Contributions





Recently Added & Featured Items on Index Page



Open Source�
Server-Side (LAMP: Linux, Apache, MySQL, PHP5) �

Omeka.net (Test Before Committing) �
Designed with Non-IT Specialists in Mind 

Resembles Many Other CMS’s (e.g., WordPress)�
Dreamhost Offers One-Click Installs �

Anchored in Dublin Core Metadata for Discovery�
Can Be Used for Essays, Dissertations, 

Collaborations, and Primary Source Collections �
�
 

Getting Started with Omeka: Things to Know



Why Omeka instead of, say, WordPress?�
Do I know HTML, CSS, PHP? (4 Themes Available) �

Who will push updates when they’re necessary?�
How long will it take to build? (Double the estimate.)�

Do I have necessary permissions?�
Does my university provide technical support?�

Where will it be stored? On what server? �
How will the work figure into my career trajectories?�
What themes & plugins are available? Affordances? �

�
 

Getting Started with Omeka: Questions to Ask



Who else has used it? Persuasive example uses?�
Who will moderate contributions (if applicable)?�

What does it mean to “publish” an exhibit? �
Who are potential partners? Collaboration charter?�

What are smart practices for digitization?�
Could I integrate it into, say, project-based courses?�

How do I avoid reinventing the wheel?   �
Have I talked with a librarian? �

How will it function ten years after it is “done”? �
�
 

Getting Started with Omeka: Questions to Ask



�
 Core Components: �

Item (with Dublin Core and Type) �
Collection �

Tag�
Exhibit�



Modeling an Omeka Project





�
�

Add Files to Server (Batch Upload Possible) �
Attribute Dublin Core Metadata (Controlled Vocab)�

Attribute Item Type�
Assign to Collection�

Assign Files to Item (1st File Should be a Thumbnail)�
Attribute Tag(s) �

License the Item �
Assign Item Relations (if applicable)

A Typical Omeka Workflow for Items
(after Omeka is installed and the project is 

modeled, w/ a finding aid and functional design)





Install Exhibit Builder Plugin (under settings)�
Author an Exhibit Locally (e.g., HTML, Word)�
Give Exhibit a Title, “Slug,” Credits, & Tags�

Add Exhibit Sections and Pages �
Pull Items into Pages�

Paste Content (i.e., Text/Markup) from Local Drive�
Save the Exhibit

A Typical Omeka Workflow for Exhibits
(after Omeka is installed, project is modeled with 

aid, site is designed, and items are added)









Determine Which Items and Exhibits Are “Featured”�
Add “About” & Other Such Pages (Simple Pages)�

Conduct a Round of Content Editing �
Conduct Usability Tests �

Repeatedly Test the Search Engine�
Make Items and Exhibits Public�

Announce Release

A Typical Omeka Workflow for Delivery
(after Omeka is installed, project is modeled, site 
is designed, items are added, & exhibits are built)





Cluster 1: bit.ly/1omeka�
Cluster 2: bit.ly/2omeka�
Cluster 3: bit.ly/3omeka�
Cluster 4: bit.ly/omeka4�

 Model Possible Project (Items & Exhibit Names)�
Add Five Items (w/ Dublin Core, Type, & Collection)�

Try Sketching an Exhibit (w/o content?)�
Play with Themes (under settings)�



Omeka Test Run



BaseCamp for Documentation and Organization�
Have Someone Review Your Exhibit �

Use Deliberate Rhetoric (e.g., avoid “website”)�
Treat Exhibit as a Genre (particular kind of argument) 
Review Department Policies for Digital Scholarship�

Review MLA Guidelines for Digital Scholarship: 
Accessibility, Medium Specificity, Clear Roles/

Contributions

Evaluating Omeka Projects



Omeka.org and Omeka.net�
Deena Larsen Collection: mith.umd.edu/larsen/�

Tredegar: leeannghajar.com/tredegar/�
Inventing Europe: inventingeurope.eu/�

Bracero History Archive: braceroarchive.org/�
The New Woman Online: newwoman.omeka.net/

Exhibits and Sites Referenced Today
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