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The clip chosen to study voice-over narration is “Thank You for Smoking”, a film directed by Jason Reitman and starring Aaron Eckhart. The first scene of the movie begins on the set of the “Joan Lunden Show”, an actual talk show, with the host, Joan Lunden, playing herself onscreen. Some talking between the various characters on stage occurs. In fact, all the guests on the show are labeled by the movie in still shots. They include several representatives of various anti-tobacco organization, an aide to a government health bureau, a bald “cancer” boy, and a clean-shaven blonde-haired man labeled “Me”. Immediately after this protagonist type man is shown, a shot of angry and disapproving audience members is shown. A montage of tobacco companies and their everyday work is shown, with the clean-shaven protagonist smiling and enjoying himself in some of the shots. This first scene of the movie introduces the film, introduces who I perceive as being the main character, and furthermore, introduces the basis for the story. 
With the sound on, the viewer learns that the bald “cancer” boy has actually just been diagnosed with cancer. The “cancer boy” used to smoke cigarettes, so it is implied that his habit of smoking caused his cancer. We also learn that that the narrator’s name is Nick Naylor. He explains that he works at the “Academy of Tobacco Studies” an institution created by the seven biggest tobacco company executives to solely disprove the negative effects of smoking cigarettes. He goes on to reveal what they do on a daily basis. Nick Naylor’s job is ‘spin control’. Naylor is been brought on the show to represent a pariah, or an outcast. He is brought on the show to be hated by the audience, and for the tobacco companies to have a face by which they can be blamed. However, Naylor does not succumb to the plans of the talk show, but rather, suggests an argument quite different from the viewer would expect. He turns the audience over to his side, persuading them that the tobacco companies are never profiting off of smokers who die, because they would be “one less customer”. 
When we think of smoking cigarettes, a good amount of bad connotations arise. Commercials and government warnings have influenced everyday television viewers to oppose cigarette smoking. Why use narration in a movie that addresses the “other” side of the debate? The next question that would answer this previous question would be: how much do we know about tobacco companies? Someone on the inside, a tobacco company employee should spill the secrets. So what really does on? The anti-cigarette movement is strong, yet there are still many Americans who smoke cigarettes daily. This movie addresses how the tobacco companies fight to save their profits and their reputations. Informative first scenes such as this one can sometimes be boring since there is no story unfolding, but there are just facts being presented. With Naylor speaking in his evidently cocky, humorous manner, the facts are no longer boring, but entertaining. The majority of the viewers are Americans, and Naylor addresses that bias by using allusions such as referencing John Grisham, a famous American novel writer. Naylor’s delivery is brash but eloquent, and later in the scene, we realize the reason for that is because he argues, debates, and advocates for a living. A lobbyist should primarily be able to persuade his or her audience, and Naylor accomplishes his goal by exemplifying qualities that most people covet, such as “always getting the girl” and driving nice sports cars. Naylor’s cool personality attracts the viewer to listen to his every word, not only because they enjoy his commentary but also because his desired qualities are on display every time he speaks. 
